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STATE ECONOMY — BUSINESS CONFIDENCE 

769. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Premier: 

My question is to the Premier, who is an outstanding minister for jobs. I refer to the survey of the Master Builders 
Association that shows confidence amongst Western Australian builders is the highest it has been for four years 
and the McGowan Labor government’s comprehensive “WA Labor Plan for Jobs” that has created confidence in 
the WA economy. 

Can the Premier outline to the house how this government’s policies will continue to provide confidence for 
Western Australian workers and Western Australian businesses? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Southern River for his question. As we have learnt, the positive news about the economy 
continues to flood in. Since Labor was elected to government, confidence has returned to the Western Australian 
economy. When I meet with businesspeople and engage with the business community, they are so grateful they 
have a government that is interested in creating jobs. They have great ministers to deal with. They do not have to 
deal with a bunch of second-raters. The great ministers that they deal with are consultative and want to get things 
done. They are working on creating jobs and opportunities for our citizens. They are ministers with horsepower. 
They are not the bunch of second-raters who were in office last time whom the member for Cottesloe referred to 
last week. 

This has been demonstrated by the survey of the Master Builders Association. Western Australian builders’ 
confidence is at its highest since 2013. According to the business confidence index put forward by the 
Master Builders Association, our confidence levels in WA are higher than the national average. Business 
confidence, according to the index, is 45 per cent higher than it was two years ago. That is because we have a plan 
for jobs and ministers who are getting on with creating jobs in Western Australia. 

On the last day, I have to remind the house of this one: the last government did not have a plan for jobs; we know 
that because the member for Churchlands, a former minister, said this when asked about that — 

… the people of Western Australia already know that. The member is not telling us anything we do not 
know. 

When he was asked whether the former government had a plan for jobs, he said people already knew it did not 
have a plan for jobs. It was unusual honesty, I must say, from the opposition. 

When we came to office, unemployment was 6.5 per cent; it is now less than six per cent. The annual average 
unemployment rate is the second lowest in the country. We are out there getting on with our plans for Metronet. 
I think the Minister for Transport outlined yesterday all those projects across Western Australia that we are 
working with the commonwealth government on funding to ensure road and rail projects across Western Australia. 
This is more than just one single road that did not reach Fremantle port. Those projects we have funding for will 
create jobs and opportunities for people in both the city and the regions. That was not happening before. 
Confidence has returned to the Western Australian economy under this Labor government. 
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